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duction; (7) Miscellaneous Topics. Climate and plants are 
presented perhaps in a too elementary way. In thirty-four 
pages it would be difficult to present plant life and growth sat- 
isfactorily, and yet the author has accomplished a great deal in 
the limited space he has allowed himself. Soils and manures 
are especially well discussed. The average boy or girl, or 
even adult, has not the faintest conception of what a soil is, 
and hence is apt to know nothing in regard to fertility, which 
is absolutely essential for plant life. A knowledge of the 
chemistry of the soil and the chemical requirements of any 
special crop will enable the farmer to assist nature intelli- 
gently and with profit. Farm crops, their soil needs, their 
method of growth, their cultivation and manner of harvest- 
ing to best advantage, are treated in a very suggestive man- 
ner. Animal production is a most important subject, and 
the proper care of them especially appeals to the up-to-date 
farmer. 

Birds, forestry, and roads are clearly discussed under the 
head of " Miscellaneous Topics." 

The book is a very suggestive one, and, in the hands of a 
competent teacher who will supplement the text by drawing 
examples from experience, should prove most useful. 

Wm. B. Hall. 



TWO DECORATED BOOKS. 

Eve of St. Agnes. By Ralph Fletcher Seymour. Fine Arts Building, Chi- 
cago. 

Ye Gods and Little Fishes. A Travesty on the Argonautic Expedition 
in Quest of the Golden Fleece. By James A. Henshall, M.D. Dedicated 
to Admiral George Dewey. Cincinnati : The Robert Clarke Co. 

Thanks to Morris, that irrepressible sweet genius who has 
got up so extensive a conspiracy for the displacement of 
' ' Lord Beast " upon the throne of the world by " Lady Beau- 
ty," that even the most blatant adherents of the tyrant feel 
occasional cold shivers run over them. Thanks to the 
Kelmscott Press and its successor, the Essex House Press, 
we have every earnest effort, big and little, made wisely or 
foolishly, as the case may be, for the realization of books that 
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shall delight the eye and flatter the hand as well as liberate 
the intellect and spirit of man by their literary contents. 

The city of Cincinnati, with its old art school, was bound to 
see what it could do. Of late two young men of great talent 
have made a very strong appeal to book lovers. First, of 
course, Ralph Fletcher Seymour. He does not print from 
type, but from the block which reproduces a manly, digni- 
fied, nobby, decorative design in which the lettering and the 
ornamentation are strictly part of a single artistic scheme. 
His "Eve of St. Agnes" shows great progress on past 
work. It must be seen to be enjoyed. Doubtless a classic 
gains by the devoted craft of this young man, and it is 
pleasant to find an artist his own publisher. 

Mr. J. L. Ludlow has just completed his lavish work on 
"Ye Gods and Little Fishes," published by the Robert 
Clarke Co. Now, of the literature, we need only say that it 
is a burlesque of no serious worth ; for to burlesque an an- 
cient myth is to shoot with a blunderbuss at the trail of a 
shooting star. Burlesques are doubtful things at best, and at 
worst they are tiresome efforts at deliberate wit and humor. 
Dr. James A. Henshall should have fished for trout or bass 
and not angled for the gods with puns for bait. But Mr. 
Ludlow — his case is surely pitiful. He has squandered some 
three hundred beautiful inventions, many of which are too 
good for praise, upon this doubtful text. He has kept the 
poem that Dr. Henshall meant to write always before him, 
and been charitably blind to the cumbersome jocoseness of the 
actual performance. He has provided poetry, wit, humor, 
grotesque fancy on every page, so that the book is a de- 
lightful thing — if not read. We trust that having proved his 
ability in so absurd a commission he may be given worthy 
employment. W. N. G. 



Musical Studies and Silhouettes. By Camille Bellaigue. Translated 
by Ellen Orr. Dodd, Mead & Co. 

This is a book to interest any lover of music. The essays 
cover a wide field, from the symphonies of Beethoven and 
the operas of Wagner to the musical buffoonery of Often- 



